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THE ROVING EYE 

Opening Reception: Wednesday, 31 May 2006, 6-9pm at Gigantic ArtSpace [GAS]
59 Franklin Street, New York, NY  10013

Gigantic ArtSpace [GAS] and ADVANCE Global Australian Professionals are pleased to present THE ROVING EYE, an exhibition of 13 internationally recognized Australian artists, open from May 31 – July 27, 2006.


THE ROVING EYE reflects on the centrality of travel to the Australian cultural identity.  Working across diverse media, these thirteen artists offer an account of their unique explorations within Australia and at-large.

The exhibition includes recent work from Lionel Bawden, Rodney Glick + Lynette Voevodin, Tina Gonsalves, Janaki Lennie, Max Pam, Lea Rekow, Aaron Seeto, David Sequeira, David Serisier, Darren Sylvester, Edwina White and Gulumbu Yunupingu.

This is the third consecutive year that a group of Australian artists has been exhibited by Advance in New York.  The exhibition is sponsored by UBS Investment Bank, the Embassy of Australia in Washington DC, the Australian Consulate General in New York and Fosters Wine Estates.  An illustrated catalogue with an essay by Ben Genocchio of the New York Times will be available.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Lionel Bawden completed his B.A. Honors at Canberra School of Art, in 1997, and studied at the National Academy of Fine Art, Hangzhou, China.  He was the recipient of the Dunedin Public Art Gallery Creative New Zealand artist residency, winner of the ABN Amro Emerging Artist award, Sydney, and was artist-in-residence at RedGate Gallery Beijing.  He has exhibited extensively in Australia, where he is represented by GRANTPIRRIE, and has work in major public collections including Macquarie Bank Collection, Artbank, Queensland Art Gallery, The National Gallery of Australia and the Dunedin Public Art Gallery, as well as in private collections across Australasia, Europe and America. THE ROVING EYE is Bawden’s first showing in America.  Bawden lives and works in Sydney.

Rodney Glick + Lynette Voevodin’s collaborative video projections have been exhibited in the 25th São Paulo Biennial, at the Kunstlerhaus Bethanien, Berlin, at the Perth Institute of Contemporary Art, and in Shock, at the Art Gallery of Western Australia. They were the major component of Rodney Glick’s survey exhibition in 2004 at the Museum of Contemporary Art, Sydney. In 2006, Glick and Voevodin will present Life plus TV, the second of their 24-hour panoramas at the 9th Havana Biennale, Cuba and will undertake a residency in Kent, England, to produce a fifth work in their series 24 Hour Panoramas.  Glick was most recently Artist-in-Residence at ApexArt in New York.
Tina Gonsalves’s work utilizes the fluid and malleable medium of video to explore complex emotional landscapes. Her films have been exhibited at the Banff Centre for the Arts, Siggraph, USA; ISEA 2004; Artsway, UK; IAMAS, Japan; The Australian Centre For Photography, Sydney; Barbican, UK; Pompidou Centre, France; DEAF 2004, ICA, and the Melbourne Art Fair. She has taken part in Artist in Residence programs including The Banff New Media Institute, the Centre for Contemporary Art in Prague, and Asialink at Chulalongkorn University, Thailand. Gonsalves’s single-channel video work is represented by Novamedia Arts and her prints by Helen Gory Galerie in Melbourne.

Janaki Lennie was born in Melbourne, relocated to the United States in 1994, and currently lives and works in Houston, Texas. Lennie holds a BFA from Curtin University, Western Australia and MFA from the University of Houston. She has had solo exhibitions at Delaney Galleries in Australia and at Women and their Work in Austin, TX, as well as at McMurtrey Gallery and Rudolph Projects/Artscan Gallery, Houston. Her work has been included in exhibitions at the Contemporary Arts Museum Houston, Central Michigan University, Amarillo Museum of Art, University of Dallas, Arthouse in Austin, Fayetteville State University in North Carolina, New Jersey Center for the Arts, and Fremantle Art Center in Western Australia.  She is represented in the collections of Art Bank Australia, Curtin University, and Telecom Australia as well as corporate collections in the US.  She is the winner of numerous awards and fellowships, and has recently completed a large commissioned painting for the Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas.
Max Pam is a celebrated photographer whose work has been published in numerous highly acclaimed books, including Going East: Twenty Years of Asian Photographs (1992), Max Pam (1999), Ethiopia (1999) and Indian Ocean Journals (2000). Going East won the Grand Prix du Livre Photographique in 1992. In the same year he held his largest solo show at the Sogo Nara Museum of Art, Nara. His first survey was held at the Art Gallery of Western Australia in 1986, and was followed by a mid-career retrospective at the Art Gallery of NSW in 1991. He was the subject of a major exhibition at the Comptoir de la Photographie, Paris in 1990, which covered the work of three decades. He has published in the leading international journals and is represented in major public and private collections worldwide.

Lea Rekow is an award-winning documentary filmmaker. For the past 15 years she has lived and traveled extensively in over 50 developing countries, shooting film and still photography, and has produced a number of ethnographic projects that have been shown internationally. She was previously director of Harmonic Ranch in TriBeCa, and director of media programs at the Center for Peace and Human Security. Rekow has taught at Pratt Institute in Manhattan, performed with Emergency Broadcast Network, and was a producer of new media for Simon and Schuster Interactive.  She holds a Masters degree in film and digital media and is GAS Founding Director.
Aaron Seeto is the recipient of the Bachelor of Creative Arts Faculty Scholarship and the University Medal (U. of Wollongong), the Emerging Artist Australia Council Grant, the Emerging Artist Prize (Gosford Regional Gallery) and the National Tertiary Art Prize (First Prize: photography). He has been an active participant in many contemporary art conferences and forums.  Most recently, he chaired ‘On Not Speaking Chinese’, a panel discussion for the Asian Traffic Conference (College of Fine Arts, UNSW).  He has lectured at the University of Wollongong. Seeto is former curator of Gallery 4A, Asia-Australia Arts Centre. Currently, Seeto is artist-in-residence at the International Studio & Curatorial Program in New York City.
David Sequeira David Sequeira’s studies include a Bachelor of Education from the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology; studies in Italian painting 1200-1600 and a Post Graduate Diploma in Art Curatorial Studies from the U. of Melbourne.  His residency projects include the Australia Council for the Arts studio residency in Paris, France; Asialink residency, Moenjodaro, Pakistan; artist in residence: University of Texas, Dallas, USA, Curtin University of Technology, and The Jam Factory glass studio in Adelaide. Sequeira has shown extensively in Australia and abroad.  Curtin University Gallery will present a major survey of Sequeira’s work over the last 10 years. The exhibition will travel to the University of Queensland Art Museum in 2007. Born in Delhi, India, Sequeira has resided in Australia since 1970.
David Serisier was born in Orange, Australia in 1958, and holds a BA in English and Australian Literature from the University of Sydney and a BA in Visual Arts from City Art Institute Sydney. From 1988 to 1992 Serisier studied Painting and Drawing at the New York Studio School. He is the recipient of numerous scholarships and awards including the Milton Avery Painting Scholarship, Australia Council New Work Grant, and the Australia Council Greene Street New York Residency. Serisier has exhibited extensively since 1994 with solo exhibitions in both Australia and the USA; his work has been included in group exhibitions in Australia, the USA, Brazil, Vietnam, Korea, France and Japan and is represented in prestigious collections including the National Gallery of Australia.  He first exhibited in New York in 1991 at the Dooley le Cappelaine Gallery.  Serisier is represented by the Robert Steele Gallery, New York, Liverpool Street Gallery, Sydney and Australian Galleries in Melbourne. He currently resides in Sydney.
Darren Sylvester has exhibited extensively throughout Australia and overseas. He was recently named by Australian Art Collector magazine as one of Australia’s 50 Most Collectable artists. Recent group exhibitions include NEW06 (Australian Centre for Contemporary Art 2006), Remote Control (NGV 2005-06), Supernatural Artificial (Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography 2004), Photographica Australis, (Asian Tour 2003) and Bittersweet (AGNSW 2002). Upcoming publications include Vitamin Ph, (Phaidon Books, London 2006). His work has been acquired by several major private and institutional collections including Sir Elton John, The Art Gallery of NSW, National Gallery of Victoria, and National Gallery of Australia. Sylvester is represented in Australia by William Mora Galleries, Melbourne and Sullivan+Strumpf Fine Art, Sydney.  Sylvester lives and works in Melbourne.

Edwina White studied Visual Communications at UTS and Brighton University, UK. After her first solo show, 52 Pick-up, Edwina moved to New York to pursue illustration projects through Kate Larkworthy Artist Representation. International publications include Print Magazine, Creative Review UK, New York Times, Flaunt, Vogue Australia and Japan, Food Illustrated UK and Viking Children’s Books. Edwina’s work has been exhibited in the UK, Japan, USA and Australia. Across and Down (2005) White’s New York debut solo exhibition at Gigantic ArtSpace, included 57 collage works installation and animation.  Her works are held in private collections worldwide.  White lives and works in Brooklyn.

Gulumbu Yunupingu works in multiple media including weaving pandanas mats and baskets, painting on barks and yidaki, collecting shells to make jewelry, stringing forearm-bands and forehead-bands.  She studied as a Health worker through Miwatj Health. She has great knowledge of bush medicine and plant uses and was one of the four translators of the Bible into Gumatj, working over 26 years.  She works closely with Galarrwuy Yunupingu at the Garma Festival, working to educate non-indigenous people about Yolngu life.  In 2000 her work was represented at World Expo in Hanover, Germany with an installation of many small barks depicting the seven sisters constellation. Following her First Prize Telstra Award 2004, a sell-out solo show at Alcaston Gallery and her invitation to participate in the prestigious Quai de Branly Project in Paris, her work has become highly sought after. Gulumbu Yunupingu is represented by Alcaston Gallery, Melbourne, Australia.
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